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ing group-in the. 
’ ¢irculation. 


Monee News and The Evening Journal 
‘< for 3601 million... 


- papers. in Delaware .that are circulated 
. Statewide.The papers have no serious 
_ competition for local newspaper advertis- 


* about 200,000 


eaeee here that the- papers would 
- cover objectively: and-impartially the Du 
. Pont. Company and: family, which shave 


.. of the two papers sometimes quarreled 
with the Du Pont corporate management 
> over alleged interference in armenian deci- 
weethoge wore 4 ere ee oe 


is where car 
.. ‘Chronicle and The Times-Union. 

. , - Andrew. Fisher, who recently eeaibia 
, as publisher ‘and' president“ of the two 
“, papers but!wilf rémain. for an: indefinite. 
‘. perlod’ asa "consultant, said that in the 
_. £8 months -he“has"been.in charge: here,.: 
‘* there was “no instance of pressure’” front 
. Du Pont on the, papers policies; #: 24 sions: 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 


GANNETT TAKES OVER 
‘WILMINGTON PAPERS 


New Publisher Promises Courage 
of Ex-Owner, Du Pont Company, 
_ With-Which Staff Quarreled 


By JAMES F. CLARITY | 

Special to The New Years Tine: 
‘WILMINGTON, .Del., Feb, 4—The Gan- 
nett Company, which -already owned 
more newspapers than any other publish. 
» took formal 
control this weekend of the only two 
newspapers in- Delaware: ‘with. statewide 


< This Eierdlbi the EB. du Pont de Nemours 
Company sold Gannett The Wilmington 


White the price was ‘ter from the high- 
est ever paid for an American newspaper, 
the purchase gave Gannett the only 


ing and there is no commercial television 
station here, -. 

The purchase also gave Gannett a total 
of 75 papers, the largest number owned 
by: a: single chain in the’ country. The 
combined daily circulation of the papers 
is about 140,000 and the total circulation 
of its Saturday, and Sunday editions ig. 


_ Donnelly Named Publisher » 


ive econonil “and political power 
the. state. -: ty etree wns ae af ot 
Several ‘years: ago, editors and reporters 


rates: Y Thee Liste " 


1 
Steg 


ag have’ been’ ors Fy fair, fF “square, 
ean job on Du Pont,” said: 


‘on last year, to-continue to rise. =. - 


+ Assurance on Staff Size 


Allen’ H. Neuharth, president of ‘Gan« 
nett, said after the officials visited each 
cepartment of the papers yesterday that 
he had assured the: company’s 600 em- 
nloyes that there were no plans to change 
the size of the, editorial, production or 
usiness staffs. He. said he expected. the 
napers’ profits, which,were. about $2.mil- 


ASeoicaleg decision to buy the Wilming-} 

n papers: was made twosweeks ago, 

ste culmination of. a somewhat unusual 

srocedure for the sale of Hewegepers in 
this country. 

. The. Ru Pont Company, which acquired 
direct control of the papers last year 
‘when: it got Federal approval to merge 
with one of. its subsidiary holding compa- 
nies, Christiana Securities, set rare rules 
for prospective buyers. -Du Pont insisted 
‘om a deposit of $200, 000 for the right 
to examine the, newspaper company pro- 
_ epectus and arr additional $200, 000 to in 

spect thé physical plant. o.- | 
Several possible’ buyers, including The 
New York Timés' Company,’ which had 
reen tentatively interested in the Wil- 
mington‘offer, did: not submit the depos- 
‘ts. Gannett’s ‘bid of $60 million: was. the 
highest received by -Du Pont, more than. 
the undisclosed “amount offered - ‘by the 
second highest bidder, the Hearst Corpo- 
ration, and the $55 million reportedly of+ 
fered. by the third highest, The Was: ning: 
ton Post Company.” -- 

Some reporters and’ editors on thet two 
papers had hoped Du Pont would sell to 
The Washington Post. But after the Gan- 
nett executives’ spoke: to employees at 
the downtown offices of the papers, there 
was no-noticeable unrest or, gloom lett 
in their wake. La 

- “They haven't said anything bad so 
' far, and that’s. good," -said one man in 
the newsroom.” eee ee es | 
_ No Pink Silps Monday’ ” ae 

One ‘Gannett official, answering ques- 
‘tions from. employees, said there -would 
be “no pink slips, Monday unless. they: 
were already inthe works” before the 
Gannett takeover, Mr. Neuharth bath ae 


pee 


pee, ‘gave. * Gannett. “news: 
"papers in 29 states plus one on Guam. 
The purchase’of another, on’ St, Thomas,. 
ets United , States, Virgin. Inlends expats. 


The 3 
of papers, ovined™ ‘are. Eade parteyiy 
ebblaacn owiis 32 papers, “and the Newhouse: 

pea: which-has 29; Hearst, once-the 
Beery ‘0 the business, ..10w “has.. eight. 
apers. In terms:of. circulation, Gannett’s- 
million. j is surpassed only by Knight-Rid-’ 
 millior :' Newhouse,” 3.3 - pany, 3 
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